240                            THE PARSIS

Let Parsis realize that their Treasure was meant for the world,
and then it will multiply in their hands beyond all thought.
But if they continue to bury their talent instead of trading
with the same, they will meet with the fate of all' unprofitable1
servants who have received a great trust from God and kept
it tothemselves.

* Think not that I will accuse you to the Father: there is
one that accuses you, even Moses, on whom you have set your
hope.' So the Johannine Christ speaks to the Jews; and with
the ^substitution of Zarathushtra's name for that of Moses,
even so would He speak to the Parsis to-day. There are so
many things in which the Law of Zarathushtra should be for
his people the preparation for a new and greater life. From
him they might learn a far deeper sense of sin, and a new
vision of duty. If only they were willing to forget their
absorption in the fear of enlarging their own caste, and could
catch their Founder's enthusiasm for humanity, they might
experience an amazing revival in their own community life.
They have contributed more than their share of public men,
benefactors of India, men who have been fired with high ideals
for uplifting the masses of the people. But as to their religion,
they positively shrink from hearing it praised, lest haply the
encomiast should be going on to urge that they share the gift
with others. Christianity, which only lives by perpetually
giving away its treasure, calls to the possessors of a doctrine
of God that India has never matched, to join in bringing to
the people the news that God is good. And alas ! the heirs of
Zarathushtra still make the great refusal.

I hear the reapers singing go

Into God's harvest; I, that might
With them have chosen, here below

Grope shuddering at the gates of night.

May God yet save them from that outer darkness!

The thought of Zarathushtra as one set to act as his people's
7rai<Saye0yd? e/y Xpiorrov, their leader on the Bethlehem road,
calls us to the question of his teaching for the individual